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Speech of Jefforson Davia on reticing from the Jenate.
Jan, 21, 1861,

Mr. DAVIS, I rise, Mr, President, for the purpose of ap-
nouncing to the Senate that I have satisfactory evidence that the
State of Mizssissippi, by a solermn ordinance of ker pesple im
convention assembled, has declsred ker separation from the
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United States, Under these sircumstances, of conre my fungs
fions are ferminated here. It has socmed to me praper, however,
thet I should appear in the Scaote to announcs that el to my
associates, and 1 will say but very littlo more. The oscasion docs
not invile me t¢ go inte srgument; and my physical condition
would pot permit me to do &6 if it were otherwise; and yel 18
soeens 1o besome mé Lo ey something on the part of the Stawe 1
bere repretent, on AN oocasion so solemn as this

It i kmown to Senators who have served with me hene, that [
have for many vears advocated, as an essentlal attribute of State
sovercigaty, the right of a State 1o secede from the Union,
Therefore, if 1 bad nol believed there was justifisble canee; i
I kad theught that Misisippl was ll."l:lll,g' withoutl suficien: prov.
ocation, or withoul an existivg necemity, 1 should =1ill, under
my thecry of the Goverument, because of my allogiance o the
State of whith I mn 5 citizes, bave boes bound by ber scslion.
I, bowever, may be permitted to way that | do think she his
justifiable caunse, and 1 approve of her aet. [ coafermad with
her people before that eet was taken, counseled them then that
if the state of thingx which ther apprebended should exist when
the convention met, they should take the action which they have
now adepled.

I hope noze whko bear me will eoafeond thii expresion of
mine with the sdvorscy of the right of a State to remain in the
Union, and to disregard its constitmtienal cbligations by the
nullification of the law. Such is Dot wy theory. Nallification
and  secetsion, 30 oftea confounded, are indesd aotaponistic
prnsiples Nullifcation is & remedy which it is sought to apply
within the Union, asd agaisst the agent of the States. It in
oaly to be justified when the agent has vialated his constitutional
obligation, and & State, assuming to judge for itself, denie the
right of the agent thus to aet, and appeals to the other States of
the Unlon for & decision; but when the States themseives, and
when the people of the States, have so acted ax 10 convinee us
that they will net regard our constitutional nghts, then, and
then for the frit time, arices the docirine of seccmicn in ifs
practical spplization,

A great mar who now reposts with his fatbers, and who has
bteen often arraipned for & want of fealty to the Union, advo.
cated the doctrine of nullifleation, becaune it preserved the
Uniom. It wis because of his decp-scated l.'lll:l:-m{'nl to the
Union, his determination to find some remedy for sxisting ils
thort of & seversnce of the ties which bound South Carcling to
the ofber States, thot Mr. Calboun sdvoeated the dostrine of
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nullification, which he proclaimed to be pesceful, to be within
the limits of State power, not to disturb the Unien, but enly to
be » means of bringing the ageat before the tribanal of the
States for their judgment.

Secoszlion belongs o & different class of remedien, Tt G4 to be
Justifed upon the basis that the States are soversign. There was
a time when nene denfed it. [ bope the time may come again,
when a better somprebeniion of the theary of our Government,
ard the inslienabls rights of the people of the States, will
prevent any one from denying that each State s n sovereigm,
and thus may reclaim the grants which it has made to any ageat
WinmME VEr,

I therefore say I coneur in the action of the people of Missis-
#ippl, belisving it to be necessary and proper. and should have
been bound by their action if oy belief had been olherwise ; and
this brings me to the important point which T wisk on this last
oecasion 10 present to the Senate. It &s by this confounding of
nullification and secession that the name of & great man, whose
ishes now mingle with his wother earth, has boon invoksd ta
justify coercion against a seceded Siate. The phrass **to axscute
the laws,™ was an expremion which Genersl Jackson applied to
the sase of & State refosing to obey the laws while vet & member
of the Union, That in not the case which is now presented. The
laws xre to be evaruted over the United States, and upon the
people of the United States. They have no relation to any
foreign country. It i8 a perversion of terms, at leasi it is a
great misapprehension of the case which cites that expression
for application to a State which has withdrawn from the Union.
Tou may make war on a foreign State. If It be the purpose of
gentlemen, they may make war sgalost 3 Stale whick bas with-
drawn from the Uniom; but there are oo laws of the United
States to be executed within the limits of & secoded State. A
State finding herself in 1be cordition in which Misdwippi ha
Judged she is. in which her mafety requires that she shonld pro-
vide for the maintenance of her rights out of the Union, sor-
retders all the benefits, (and they are known to be many,)
deprives herelf of the advantages, (they are nown to be great, )
severs all the ties of affection, (and they are close and enduoring, |
which have bound her to the Union ; and thus divesting berself
of every henefit, taking upon herself avery barden, she claims to
be exempt from any power to exeeate the laws of the United
States within her limits

I well remember an ovcasion when Massachosetts was ar.
raigned before the bar of the Senate, and when then the doctrioes
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of eoereion wns rife and 1o be applisd against her because of the
rescue of a fupitive slave in Boston. My cpinion then was the
same that it s pow, Not in & spirit of egolmm, bot Lo show fhat
I am pot infuenced in my opinion because the eate is my own, |
refler 1o that Wme and tha! oxasion as contsining the opinion
which 1 then enterisined, and on which my present condoct iz
based., 1 then said, i Massacliuseiis, following her throogh s
wtatod line of conduoct, choosea to take the last step whicli sejas
rabes her from the Union, it s her right to go, and 1 will neither
wote one dollar nor one man to coorce her baek | but will sey to
her, God apeed, in memory of the kind sssoclitions whish ence
existed between her and the other States

It has been & coevietion of presing pecessity, il has heen a
belief that we are to be deprived in the Unior of the rights
which oor fatkers bequesthed to us, which has brooght Missis-
gippi iote ber present decision. She bas hoard proclaimed the
theory that all men sre created free and equel, and this made the
banis of an attack upon her social institutions; and the sacred
Declaration of [ndependence has besn invoked to maintain the
position of the squality of the races. That Declaration of Indes-
pendence I8 to be construed by the circumstances and purposes
for which it was made. The communitiss were declaring their
independence ; the people of those communities were asserting
thal no man was born—io use the language of Mr. Jeferson—
beoted and spurred to ride over the rest of mankind ; that men
were oreabod egual—meaning the men of the polithcal oom-
munity; thet there was no divioe right to role; that no man
inherited the right (o govern; that there were oo cases by
which power and place descended to fnumilics, but that all sta-
tions were oqually within the grasp of each wember of the bedy-
pelitie.  These were the great principles they announced; thes
wers the purposes for which they made their declaration | these
were the ends 5 which ther councatios was directed. They
have no reference to the slave; else, bow bappened it that among
the items of mrraigrenest made apsinst George 111 was that he
endeaverad to do just what the North has been endeavoring of
late to de—in witr up insurrecisn among our alsvea? Had
the Deelaration announced that the negross were free and
equal, bow was the Prinee to be areaigned for stirring ap insur
rection among them? And bow was this to be snomerstod
among the high crimes whick cansed the colanies to sever their
coanection with the mothsr conntrr? When oor Constitution
wes {ormed, the same idsa was rendered mare palpable, for there
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we find provision made for that very class of persons as prop-
erty ; they were not put upon the foeoting of tqllu.hl.;r with white
men—not even upon that of paupers and convicts; but, so far as

representation was concerned, were dhnrimlu‘l'.u'd aguinst as &
lower easte, only to be représented in the numerieal proportion

of three fltha,
Them, Sepators, we recur to the compact which hinds us to-

gether ; we recur to the principles upon which our Government
was foonded : and when you deny them, and when you deny to
ns the right to withdraw from a Government which thos per-
verted threatens to be destructive of our rights, we but tread in
the path of our fathers when we proclaim sur independence, and
take the hazard. This is done not in bostility to others, not to
injure any section of the country, not even for our own pecuni-
ary benefit; but from the high and solemo motive of defending
and protecting the rights we inherited, and which it is onr
sucred duty to tramsmit unshorn to our children,

I find in mysslf, perhaps, a type of the general feeling of my
conatituents fowards yours, 1 am sure [ feel no hostility to you,
Senators from the Nerth. I am sure there is mot one of yom,
whatever sharp discnssion thers may bave hesn hetwesn nma, lo
whom T cannot now 28y, in the presence of my God, 1 wish vou
well ; and such, I am sure, is the fesling of the people whom [
represent towards those whom you represent. [ therefore feel
that I but express their desire when [ say [ hope, and they bope,
for peaceful relations with you, though we must part. They
may be mutually beneficial to us in the futare, as they have been
in the past, if you so will it. The reverse may bring disaster on
every portion of the country; and if you will have it thus, we
will invoke the God of our fathers, who delivered them from the
power of the lion, to protect us from the raveges of the bear;
and thus, putting our trust in God, and in our own firm hearts
&nd strong arms, we will vindicate the right as besi we may.

In the eourse of my service here, associated at different times
with a great variety of Senators, [ see now around me some with
whom [ have served long; there have been points of eollision;
but whatever of offense there haw been to me, I leave hore; [
carry with me oo hoatile remembranse. Whatever offenss T have
given whish has not bean redrested, ar for which satiafaction has
not heen demanded, T have, Senators, in this hour of cur parting,

to offer you my apology for soy pain which, in best of diseus-
gion, I have inflicted. 1 go henee unencumbered of the remem-
brance of any injury received, and having discharged the duty of
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making the caly reperation in my power for any mjary offered.

Mr. President, and Benators, heving made the snnouncerment
which the occamion seemed to me to require, it only remains for
me to bid yvou a final adieq.



