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A DECLARATION

TOE IMMEDIATE CAUSES WHICH INDUCE

AND JUSTIFY THE SECESSION OF THE
STATE OF MISSISSIPP! FROM THE FED
ERAL UNION.

Ia the momentouns step whick oar State han takes of dis
solving its conmection with the goverameat of whick we s
long formed a part, it is but just that we should doclare tha
prominent reasons which bave indeced onr coures,

Our poaition s thoronghly ideatided with the isititation
of slavery—the groatoit matersal intoront of the worid, T
labor sapplies the prodact which comtitutes by Gar the lare.
ot and oot importast portions of the commerce of the
earth. These products are pecaliar to the cluzate verging
on the tropical regioas, aod br az inperious law of nature,
pood bat the black race cag bear exposare to the tropieal
sgn.  These prodacts bars bacomes macessitions of the werld,
and a blow ab slavery e n Blow at oommerss snd sinilize
toa. That blow bas boen loag aimad at the isatimtion,
ard wis at 1the point of reacking its conscmnation. Thers
was o chaior 2l w bal mbemialon to e mandatss of abe-
litica, or a dirsolution of the Unoa whose procphs had
bees sabrerted to work oat our ruin

&

That we do not overstate the dangers 1o vsr justilution. &
reforence to a fow facts will suliciently prove.

The hostility to this institetion commenced before the
adoption of the Constitetion, and war manifested in the
wellknown Ordinamee of 1757, I regard to e Nord
wewtorn Territory.

The lecling isereased, uniil, in 1810-20, it deprived the
Soanth of more than kalf 1be vast territery acquired from
France.

The mme bostility dismtmbered Tezas nad scized wpon
all the territory soquired from Mexico,

It has grown wntil it denies the right of properly ia
elaven, mul refuses protoction to that right on the high seas,
In the Territorier, and wherever the goverpment of the
LFuiied Brates had jorisdietion,

It pifeaes the sdmission of new slave Ftates inte the
Vpiom, amd socks to extingmish it by coufining it within i
peevent limits, denying the power of cxpansion.

It tramples the original eqmlity of the Sonth mder foat,

It hex nellified the Fugitive Slave Law in almost every
Fooe =gane in the Union, aod bas witerly broken the compact
witheh oar futleers phedeed dedr fith (o mointain,

Bt sdvoeates negro enuality, sacially and politically, and
prremednd in=errocton ol ineendinsian in oor widel,

it b ouliciod dts e, iis paindt awd itz schools against
s, until the v iode popadar miml of the Nosth & exeited nud
intame] wilh proimbioe,

Tt B mead s v iz jons aind Brmedd nsoeinfions 1o carry
s it peiamits of ensneipotion in the Suies and wherevor
vlse sluvery existe,

Piosecks ot bo elovate o1 1o support the dave, bt 1o des
rresy B pvcsent espedition withont paoviding a beier,

It hee invaded o Seate, apd invested with the bonors of
murvndem the wrsich vhose purposs was to apply faees
e ogr declbnge, vl the eeapans of destreciion 10 our
Froas,

It bias -I|,'-.'L|:‘-|,'| RN LG W i:l b it bize ol fer
PUF Avearily.

It bas given fiedulitable evideiers of it dizign W@ rain
fur n.._:.-i-r.u!luth"-. B3 PEGEIFA S Gur industrial puriuita and 1w
Uestiay our syl ¥utera.

It koows no eelouting or bhestation in its purposs ; it
stops not (o its march of aggreeive, and loaves ws w roos
te hape for ctsgation or for pouse,

It has revently obtained eouteol of the Governrnl, by
l1:.-|_- p:n-_ﬁ_*::liu: -.cl-f ilq ]!I:HILJ'H l.1.i e A and L‘.nl:m:.'cd
the [mst expeviation of living together in fricndskip asd
kentherhonl.

Utter subjogation awnitent in the Union, if we shogld
coneent longer to vonsain in ie. Tt is not a matter of chodes,
bt of aecessity,  Weo must either submit o degradation,
end 10 the loss of property worth four billions of monoy, or
wo must secode frowo the Unien framed by owr fathers, to
secare this a8 weol! asr every other spavies of propersy.  For
far lesm ecasse than this, oar fathess separated from the
Crown of England.

Our decision i3 made, Wao follow their Dotstepe. Wa
embrace ths alternative of separation ; acd for the reasona
here statad, wo resolve o maintain onr rights with the full
cousciousness of e jastice of sur course, and the andoaht.
img belief of our abdlity fo saintain it

AN ORDINANCE

TO PISSEOLVE THE LNION GBETWEEN THE
STATE (0F MISSISSIPPT AND OTHER
RTATES UNITED WITH HER UNDER THE
COMPACT EXTITLED “THE COXNSTITE.
THIN OF THE UNITED STATES oF
AMERICA"

- e

T _il:.rr.pl" it fhe Ninfe -':,I" _1_!",-.._.;,'.:--;-_,"'.;.],”'_ g I ER i e e
et cler crolpnn sereed derderee, e & 18 hevely ool ied aud
ilectared ng fudlowcs, doewrif

HSpermox 1st. That allb the baw s sl o inmnees h‘." which
the said Srawe of Misdaippt beowne o wember of the Fed-
eral Union of the United Siates of America b, and the
same are berehy repealed, and (ot 2]l obligations on the
part of the sid S@ie or the people thereol 1o obsarve the
gwmt, be withdrawn, and thet the said State doth hereby
regmne all the rights, function: and powiere which, by any of
saitl lows or ordinances, were conveyed to tht government
of the =aid United Swics, and is absolved from all the obli-
pations, restraintz and doties iacorred to the said Fodersl
Union, and shall from henceforth be & free, sovercign and
indepeadent State,

Seerios 2xp. That o mach of the first soction of the
arventh artiele of the Constinmion of this State as reguires
memwbere of the Legicluture, and all sffcers. sxeeutive and
Juidicial, o take mn eath or affirmation te support the Con-
«titation of tve Unitsd ®iates, be, and the same is hereby
shrogated aed ancalled

¥

Spcrioy 3eDp. Thut all rights acquired and vested umier
the Constitution of the United Sietes, or under any act of

Congress passed, or treaty made, in pursuance théreof, or
vader aoy law of this State, and ot incompatible with this
Ordinance, shail remain in force and have the same effect a3
if this Ordinance had not been passed.

Spenon 4rH. That the people of the State of Mississippi
hereby consent to form a Federal Union with such of the
States a3 may hove seceded or may secedn from the Dnion
of the United States of Americn, upon the basiz of the pre-
sent Constitativn of the said United States, except such
parts thereof a3 embrace other portions than such seceding
Etates,

Thus ordaioed and declared in Convention the Oth day of
Janeary, in the Year of Cur Lord Une Thoysand Eight

Hupdred and Sixty-one.
W. 5. BARRY, President.
F. A. Porg, Secrelary.

IN TESTIMONY «f the passage of which, and the de-
Cermination of the members ‘-E"I FLr Cﬁmnun fo wphold and
recintoin fhe Stals in the posilion the has ase by speraal
(hedinanee, 1 € 4 fay the President and Members of this
Convention this fhe fiteendh day of Januwary, 4. I, 1861,

Adams County—A. K. Farrar, J. Winchester.

Aitaln—E. H. 3anders,

Amite—D, W, Hurst.

Falivar—M. H. MoGehae,

Carrall—J. E. George, W, Booth.
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Cohomeres], L. &learn.
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Chickasie—J, A. Orr, €. B. Baldwin.

Covington—A. C, Powell.

Coalboirn—W. A, Bumner, M. D, L. Stephens,

DeBnteas], R, Chalmers, 3. D, Johnston, T. Lewers.

Frankiin—D, H. Parker.

rreen—T. J. Roberts.

Hinds—W. P. Harris, W. P. Andersop, W. B. Smarl.

Holwez—J, M, Drer, W, L, Eeirn.



